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Cheshire FA Elevens  - Terms & Conditions

1. Defining Flexible Football
 
To distinguish and differentiate it from traditional adult 11 a 
side football that is governed by the FIFA Laws of The Game 
and the Standard Code of Rules ‘Flexible Football’ is defined 
as being;
 
(i) A football competition that provides for ‘open age’ adult 
men, adult women (women up unto the age of 18 are also 
permitted to play in mixed teams).

(ii) Seeks to provide for players of a recreational level i.e. Teams 
are characterised by players that ‘pay to play’ and are motivated 
to play for social reasons, fitness  and enjoyment rather than  to 
achieve progression to higher levels of the game.

(iii) Matches can be played for a duration shorter than 90 
minutes.

(iv) Can be played at any time of the year – there is no close 
season.

(v) Has no automatic promotion or relegation link with the NLS 
or leagues that feed into the NLS ( Team can however progress 
from a Flexible League into a conventional Saturday or Sunday 
League Competition).

(vi) The competition should operate for no longer than 20 
weeks of fixtures a year although more than one competition 
can be run in a calendar year.

 (vii) The competition will be played at Central Venue or Venues.

(viii) Requires league, team affiliation and player registration. 

2. Features of ‘Flexible Football’ 

The normal laws and rules of association football shall apply 
with the following exceptions/options:
 
(A) The duration of Open Age Matches shall be agreed prior to 
the start of the competition but can as a matter of course (rather 
than exception), be less than 45 minutes each way to reflect the 
availability of the facility and the preference of the participating 
clubs.  
(B) Use can be made of  Repeat Substitutions   
(C) ‘Group’ rather than ‘Individual team’ affiliation (i.e. the 
organiser affiliates all teams on the same ‘form’ rather than 
individually). Competitions can be affiliated prior to the 
submission of a Form ‘D’. 
(D) Flexibility in the organisation of fixtures and competitions. 

Leagues should have the ability to play an initial round 
of matches and then, should they wish, reconfigure the 
competition so that teams are grouped to play against teams 
of a similar standard.

As with affiliated Small Sided Competitions the Internal 
management of discipline shall be a delegated authority to 
the competition organiser. This authority can be removed if the 
organisers fail to administer a satisfactory disciplinary process. 

In Flexible Football Competitions all red cards should be 
reported to the CFA but only ‘serious’ red cards (i.e. Violent 
Conduct, Assault of a Referee) will be taken further by the CFA. 
Only serious ‘red cards’ will have an impact on the participation 
of an individual in other formats of football. 

If an individual is under suspension for such offences arising 
from other formats of football they would also be excluded 
from involvement in a Flexible Football Competition until such 
time as that suspension has been served.  

3. League Structure

(A) Each Elevens League will consist of a minimum of one 
division. Each division will have a minimum of six (6) teams 
per division and a maximum of ten (10).
 
(B) Each league will consist of teams playing each other a 
minimum of two (2) times and a maximum of three (3) times 
per season.

(C) Three (3) points will be awarded for a win, one (1) for a draw 
and no points (0) for a loss.

(D) League positions shall be decided by:
 
i) Total points 
ii) Goal difference 
iii) Goals scored

(E) If the league contains more than one division two (2) teams 
will be promoted and two (2) teams will be relegated from each 
division at the end of each season. However, in the event of a 
team not re-registering, withdrawing or being withdrawn from 
the league, the league management committee reserves the 
right to promote, relegate or otherwise alter the fixtures of any 
team within reason, at any time.

(F) Within each season there will be a subsidiary cup competition 
of which the league management committee will devise the 
structure and integrate into the fixture programme
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4. Team Entry

(A) Registering your interest to enter an Elevens league can 
be done online at CheshireFA.com/Elevens. All prospective 
entries through this method will be provided to the League 
Management Committee and/or the League Coordinator.
 
(B) A prospective team manager can enter a team by completing 
the Enter a Team form provided by the League Management 
Committee and/or League Coordinator.
 
(C) A prospective team manager who completes the enter 
a team form will be contacted by the league coordinator of 
their chosen league. They will be guided through the process 
of registering as a team manager and registering their team 
online via the Full-Time website.

(D) In order to secure team entry an annual entry fee will be 
required in which the tariff is to be set by the league. The fee will 
cover the purchase of a team’s annual FA Affiliation, Personal 
Accident Insurance and Public Liability Insurance.

(E) A team manager will need to provide their First Name, 
Surname, Postal Address, E-Mail Address, Phone Number and 
Date of Birth in order to continue the registration process.

(F) If the league a team has applied for is at full capacity at 
any time, a team will be placed on a waiting list. They will be 
informed of this by the league coordinator.

(G) A team on a waiting list will be notified when an existing 
team has submitted its resignation from a league or has been 
withdrawn from a league.

(H) Before a team can be entered into a league they must sign 
an agreement of these Terms and Conditions (Elevens Form 2).
 
(I) The League Management Committee and or League 
Coordinator running the Elevens league reserves the right 
to enter a new team into a vacated league space at any stage 
during the season:
 
(i) A team who enters a vacated league space will take over the 
points and records of the team they replace, up to and including 
Week Nine (9). 

(ii) From Week Ten (10) onwards all matches played by a new 
team will be determined as a friendly fixture with a 5-0 defeat 
against them to ensure fair play for all teams in the league, the 
opposing teams in this instance will have to play the friendly to 
secure the 5-0 win and 3 points.

5. Changing Team Manager

(A) Once registered, if a team manager wishes to resign their 
position at any time they must provide the details of a new 
team manager for their team to the league coordinator before 
leaving their position.

(B) A team will not be allowed to play any fixtures if at any time 
they do not have a designated team manager.

6. Team Colours

(A) Every club must register the colour of it shirts upon entry 
into the league.

(B) Goalkeepers must wear colours that distinguish them from 
all outfield players and officials.

(C) In the event of a kit clash the league coordinator will provide 
bibs.

7. Player Registration

(A) To register to take part in an Elevens league a player must be 
a minimum of 16 years of age and a team manager must be a 
minimum of 18 years of age. 

(i) League Management Committee and/or League Coordinators 
hold the right to challenge a player and a team manager to 
prove their age by providing photo identification before they 
are allowed to take part in a fixture.

(B) A team manager will be responsible for registering and 
de-registering the players in their team using the Full-Time 
website.

(i) Log in details will be e-mailed to a team manager by the 
league coordinator. A Full-Time help guide will be provided to 
ensure a manager can register players.

(C) To register a player on the Full-Time website a team manager 
will need to provide a First Name, Surname, Date of Birth and 
E-Mail address for each player.

(D) A team manager must register a minimum of Eleven (11) 
players for a team. A team may register and de-register players 
during a season through the Full-Time website.

(E) Fifteen (15) players can be selected to play on a match day 
from the registered squad.

(F) Before each fixture a league coordinator will present the 
squad list for each team, taken from the Full-Time website, 
to each team manager. A manager must then highlight the 
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fifteen (15) or less registered players who wish to take part in 
the fixture.

(G) Prior to fixture, a team can register players at the venue of a 
league with the league coordinator.

(H) A team must register any players who aren’t currently in 
their listed squad taken from the Full-Time website 24 hours 
prior to a fixture.

(I) If a squad is altered prior to a fixture with the league 
coordinator at a venue and not on the Full-Time website, after 
the fixture it is the responsibility of a team manager to update 
their list of registered players on the Full-Time website ahead 
of their next fixture.

(J) A player can play for more than one team in a league but not 
in the same division. The player must be registered prior to any 
fixture to each team they wish to play for.

(K) If a team are to found to be using an ineligible player or 
players the fixture will be awarded to the opposition with a 5-0 
score line; there will be no reimbursement of the match fee.

(L) The League Management Committee and/or the League 
Coordinator have the right to revoke the registration of a player 
at any time.

8. Fixtures

(A) League fixtures can be found on the Full-Time website.

(B) It is the responsibility of a team manager to make sure a 
team fulfills all league fixtures in a season.

(C) The length of a fixture is stated in the quick rules guide 
(Elevens Form 3) for each specific league and is subject to 
change at the start of each season of a league.

(i) A team manager will sign to agree to the fixture length 
before the start of their first season as part of the agreement of 
these Terms and Conditions (Elevens Form 2).
 
(D) The fixture fee for a team is stated in the quick rules guide 
(Elevens Form 3) for each specific league and is subject to 
change at the start of each season of a league.

(i) A team manager will sign to agree to the fixture fee before 
the start of their first season as part of the agreement of these 
Terms and Conditions (Elevens Form 2).

(E) The fixture fee payment must be made to the League 
Management Committee and/or the League Coordinator 

before the commencement of a game by a team manager. 

(F) Once a team manager has made payment they will be 
provided with a receipt to give to the referee before kick-off of a 
fixture. The game will not kick off until a receipt of payment has 
been provided to the referee by both team managers.

(G) Teams will play a minimum of 1 fixture per month and a 
maximum of 2 fixtures per month.

(H) All fixtures will take place on a central venue 3G pitch which 
is certified on the FA 3G pitch register.

9. Reporting Results

(A) Following a fixture, a team manager will receive an 
automated text message from the Full-Time system asking to 
report their teams results by replying to the text message with 
the final score line in the required format.

(i) A team manager is required to reply to this message with the 
correct score.

(B) A league coordinator will approve all results on the Full-Time 
system once cross referenced with the referee’s report.

10. Fixture Cancellations, Postponements & 
Rearrangements 

(A) All games are to be played as per the fixture list on the Full-
Time website unless one of the following exceptions applies:
 
(i) Adverse weather conditions that make the pitches at a 
venue unplayable. (Any decision to cancel the game can be 
made by the League Management Committee and/or League 
Coordinator or the facility manager).
 
(ii) Public Holidays; appointment of fixtures will avoid these 
dates where possible.

(B) When a fixture cancellations is out of your control Elevens 
have a flexible cancellation policy to help:

(i) A team is able to notify the League Management Committee 
and/or League Coordinator before the appointment of a fixture 
on the Full-Time website of specific dates when they won’t be 
able to field a team. Once fixtures have been published this is 
no longer possible.
 
(ii) If a team cancels a match with five (5) or more days notice 
prior to the game there will be no match fee owed but the team 
will lose the fixture 5-0.
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(iii) If five (5) days prior notice is not given then the full match 
fee will be owed to the League Management Committee and 
the team will lose the fixture 5-0.

(iv) If a team fails to fulfill a fixture without informing the 
league coordinator twenty four (24) hours in advance of their 
scheduled fixture, two match fees will be owed to cover the 
fee of both teams and a 5–0 defeat will be given to the absent 
team.

(v) Any debts owed by a team will be subject to the FA Debt 
Recovery Scheme (Elevens Form 5) and any correspondence 
will be the responsibility of the team manager. 

(vi) Please note a repayment scheme can be arranged for Team 
Managers to pay outstanding debts.

10. League Replacements and/or withdrawals

(A) A team cannot withdraw from a league during a season 
without fulfilling all their fixtures.

(B) If a team withdraws or is removed from a league at any 
point during a season the team will be liable to pay the match 
fees from their remaining fixtures.

(C) If a team withdraws or is removed from a league at any point 
in a season, any new team who is registered will inherit the 
points total and league position of the team they are replacing.

(D) The League Management Committee and/or League 
Coordinator reserves the right to enter a new team into a 
vacated league space at any stage during the season:
 
(i) A team who enters a vacated league space will take over the 
points and records of the team they replace, up to and including 
Week Nine (9).
 
(ii) From Week Ten (10) onwards all matches played by a new 
team will be determined as a friendly fixture with a 5-0 defeat 
against them to ensure fair play for all teams in the league, the 
opposing teams in this instance will have to play the friendly to 
secure the 5-0 win and 3 points.

11. Team Registration Renewal

(A) A league coordinator will contact a team two weeks prior to 
the end of a season to confirm the team’s registration in the 
league for the following season. At this stage, a team should 
indicate if they would like to continue their registration into a 
new season.

(B) A team who wishes to continue their registration will 

agree to abide by the previously signed Terms and Conditions 
(Elevens Form 2) from their first season.
 
(C) If a team would like to leave the league during or prior to 
the start of a new season a team manager will be required 
to provide 2 weeks notice to the league coordinator. Any 
remaining debts to the league must be paid prior to leaving 
the league.

(D) If there is a change to the Terms and Conditions before the 
start of a new season all team managers will be notified and 
each team manager will have to sign a new form agreeing to 
the revised Terms and Conditions.

(E) A team with outstanding debt owed to the league 
management committee will not be allowed to enter a new 
season until all debt has been repaid.

(F) Any debts owed by a team will be subject to the FA Debt 
Recovery Scheme (Elevens Form 5) and any correspondence 
will be the responsibility of the team manager.
 
(G) Please note a repayment scheme can be arranged for Team 
Managers to pay outstanding debts. 

12. Discipline & Respect 

(A) The League Management Committee and/or League 
Coordinator implements the FA Respect programme across all 
leagues and expects all players and team managers to adhere 
to the FA Respect Codes of Conduct (Elevens Form 4).

(B) The registration of a team in a league will be removed if 
a team is found guilty of breaking the FA Respect Codes of 
Conduct (Elevens Form 4).

(C) The League Management Committee and/or League 
Coordinator will implement The FA Discipline process for 
Flexible Football (Elevens Form 6) for all disciplinary matters:

(i) Yellow cards will be utilised for any traditional bookable 
offence. Yellow card offences should not be reported back to 
the County FA, and no disciplinary fine shall be incurred by the 
player.

(ii) Elevens will use a red card suspension policy includes 
‘Serious’ (dealt with my County FA) and ‘Less Serious’ red cards 
(dealt with by the League Management Committee and/or 
League Coordinator) outlined in Elevens Form 6.

(D) Any Discipline fines charged to The League Management 
Committee and/or League Coordinator due to a team being 
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part of their affiliation will be passed to the team manager of 
the offending team to pay within the allotted timescales stated 
by Cheshire FA.

(i) Any debts owed by a team will be subject to the FA Debt 
Recovery Scheme (Elevens Form 5) and any correspondence 
will be the responsibility of the team manager.

13. Health & Safety 

(A) A player must wear shin pads at all times during a game.

(B) The footwear of a player must be either astro-boots, trainers 
or soft rubber moulded boots, under no circumstances are 
blades or screw in studs permitted.

(C) A player must remove all jewellery prior to playing in a 
fixture.

14. Affiliation

(A) Each team within the league must be affiliated to Cheshire 
County FA.

(B) Once entering the league The League Management 
Committee and or League Coordinator will notify you of the 
affiliation process.

(C) If you are an existing Cheshire FA affiliated club:

(i) You will be required to add your new Elevens team onto 
your affiliation in the FA Whole Game System. You will also be 
required to contact your Personal Accident Insurance providers 
and notify them of your additional team.

(ii) There will be no additional cost to the affiliation to Cheshire 
FA.

(iii) There may be an additional cost to your insurance cover, 
this will depend on your insurance provider.

(D) If you are a new club:

(i) You will be required to contact The League Management 
Committee and/or League Coordinator, provide the required 
details and form part of the Leagues Elevens FA Affiliation.

(ii) You will be required to pay an annual fee set by The League 
Management Committee and/or League Coordinator which will 
cover your league entry, Public Liability insurance & Personal 
Accident Insurance.

15. Liability & Insurance

(A) The League Management Committee and or League 
Coordinator will not accept liability for the safety of the personal 
property of a player or team manager brought on to the 
premises of a league venue. Any issues to be reported must be 
made to the facility provider and NOT The League Management 
Committee and or League Coordinator.

(B) The League Management Committee and or League 
Coordinator is forbidden to hold valuables of any kind on 
behalf of a player. The League Management Committee and 
or League Coordinator does not accept responsibility for any 
goods or items left within or in the care of a league coordinator.

(C) The League Management Committee and or League 
Coordinator cannot accept any liability for any accident or injury 
to any member, child or user that may happen on the premises 
or within the grounds of the premises.
 
(D) If any player or team manager (or other user) suffers an 
accident or injury whilst on the premises of a league venue, 
it, and its circumstances must be reported immediately to the 
facility provider and NOT the League Management Committee 
and or League Coordinator.

(E) Elevens Leagues are all affiliated to the Cheshire FA and 
therefore have taken annual public liability insurance cover 
with Bluefin.

16. Changes to Terms & Conditions

(A) Any changes to these Terms and Conditions will be sent out 
to each team manager and will be implemented at the start of 
the next league season.

(B) If there is a change to the Terms and Conditions before the 
start of a new season all team managers will be notified and 
each team manager will have to sign a new Elevens Form 2 
agreeing to the revised Terms and Conditions.

17. Forms

(A) All forms referenced in this document can be found at: 
CheshireFA.com/Elevens/TandCs

(i) Terms and Conditions Agreement (Elevens Form 2)
(ii) Elevens Quick Rules Guide - League Specific (Elevens Form 
3 )
(iii) FA Respect Codes of Conduct (Cheshire FA Sevens Form 4)
(iv) FA Debt Recovery Scheme (Cheshire FA Sevens Form 5)
(v) The FA Discipline process for Flexible Football (Cheshire FA 
Sevens Form 6)
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